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The Four Key Issues in Building Lifelong Learning "Overpass"

Based on an International Comparative Perspective
Yuan Songhe

Abstract: The lifelong learning "overpass" construction is an important part in building the Lifelong Education System and the Learning
Society. Its application scope is the continuing education, and its ultimate goal is to promote the vertical convergence and horizontal
communication of education at all levels. International practices and explorations suggest that four key problems should be focused on during the
construction of lifelong learning "overpass" in our country, namely, the credits, the assessment and certification of learning outcomes and credit
transfer, the standards and frameworks for credit transfer and accumulation, and the quality assurance. Among them, the first one is the basis, and
the third and fourth are the cores where difficulties lie. Though there are two measurement methods for credits, the workload and the learning
outcome, the latter is more conducive to mutual recognition and transfer of credits. In fact, the learning outcome is what really be mutually
recognized and transferred in the credit system, as credits are the quantification, records and accumulation of learning outcome. The certification of
informal learning outcome is designed to recognize credits, while the certification of formal learning outcome focuses on credit transfer, both of
which are faced with the problem of quality assurance. The difficulty of quality assurance lies in the authenticity identification of informal learning
outcome, and the transparency and credit value equation of formal learning outcome. The common basis or a feasible way for both is the course
certification which is oriented by learning outcome and based on the standardized curriculum system or qualification framework. The course
certification should be viewed as an important breakthrough in the construction of the lifelong learning "overpass".
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