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Global Development Retrospect and Future Prospect of
Lifelong Education, Lifelong Learning and Learning Society

ZHU Min & GAO Zhimin

(School of Education Sciences, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062 , China )

Abstract . Lifelong education, lifelong learning and learning society are mainstream education thoughts which were
emerged successively in western countries in late 1960s. They interact with each other and have always been a close link
in their development progress. Since 1970s they all have become the guiding ideology and basic principles of worldwide
education reform and development. By combining the historical and comparative research methods , this paper reviews
systematically the evolution of their connotations, policies and measures in global context. The conclusion indicates
that there exists an internal consistence among them which means that promoting human’s comprehensive development
is their common goal. Although they have different implementation strategies, they really need mutual backup and
synergetic development. The purpose is to provide an overall understanding framework for better grasping their mean-
ings and relations, and based on this framework the paper offers some suggestions for their future progress.

Key words . lifelong education ; lifelong learning ; learning society; development retrospect ; future prospects
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