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Teaching Thinking in a Century: A Review of Studies
Zhao Guoging

Abstract: Improving students” thinking ability is one of the core objectives of education and teaching. As one of the most important
means of fostering thinking ability, teaching for thinking originated in the beginning of the 20th century, accumulated in the 1950s and
1960s, and busted into a movement in UK and USA in 1970s and 1980s. As a result, it has evolved from an implicit theory into an
explicit one and received more and more concerns. The theoretical concerns from educational philosophy, the latest findings from
cognitive psychology and imperative demands from practice are three main impetuses which push the teaching of thinking forward. On
the practical orientation, teaching thinking emerged as teaching thinking skills, continued with teaching thinking dispositions, and
returned to knowledge understanding. There are no distinctions between these three approaches but a partial overlap among them.
Rather than returning to the inculcation of rote knowledge, teaching thinking for knowledge understanding means to promote deep
understanding of knowledge by providing adept thinking skills and developing thinking dispositions. In China, teaching thinking is not
only an effective but also the only way to obtain substantial achievements in educational reform. For Chinese educational practitioners,
learning, absorbing, applying experiences from abroad, and taking the late—mover advantage are issues which should be considered
seriously.
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The Model, Approach and Strategies of China’s Credit Bank System Construction
Li Linshu, Yan Xicoping, Wang Like

Abstract: It is the trend of social development and historical choice to establish the lifelong education system and a learning
society. Many countries in the world look on the credit bank system as the key mechanism to facilitate lifelong learning for all. Credit
bank system is, in nature, the system of learning outcome accreditation, accumulation and transfer. Its main goals are to establish a kind
of mechanism in which different kinds of education are integrated, and learners are provided with more learning opportunities and
choices so that individuals” needs of learning and development can be satisfied, and the development of lifelong learning and learning
society can be accelerated. Credit bank system construction is not simply an educational issue. It is necessary to explore it from various
perspectives, such as lifelong learning, market economics, human resources development, outcome-based learning, education
internationalization and social culture. Based on international experiences and the present national situation, China should establish, at
the national level, the system of learning outcome accreditation, accumulation and transfer, make holistic designs backed by abundant
researches and surveys, set up the central coordinating organization for continuous education, establish the learning outcome framework
and standards system, and promote the practice of credit bank system steadily and synergistically through international cooperation and
pilot trials.
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