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Interpreting the Rationale for Chinese Open Universities:
Issues to Be Clarified
Xu Hao

Interpreting the denotation and connotation of Chinese open universities (OUs) is relevant to the
transformation of current radio and television universities (RTVUS) into open universities. This article starts
by discussing similarities and differences between OUs and RTVUs as well as open education and dis-—
tance education. It first focuses on the logical starting point of OUs, the aims of OUs, medium of instruc—
tional delivery and operation mechanisms for learning. It then contrasts six pairs of' hot words’ in rela—
tion to OUs — System or Consortium, Philosophy or Mission, Subject or Programme of study, Diploma or
Degree, Bank or UnionPay, and First—class or Distinctive — with the intention of facilitating better under-—
standing of the rationale for OUs.

Keywords: open university; radio and television university; open education; distance education; transforma-—
tion; reflection

From Place to Virtual Space: Reconfiguring Student Support for
Distance and E-Learning in the Digital Age
Alan Tait

This article examines the impact of digital technologies on student support in distance and e-learn—
ing, drawing on the case of Open University UK. Giving a historical perspective on the use of technolo-
gies in learning over many centuries, it argues that the dominant paradigm of geography - which has
defined the structures for student support services in second generation distance education — has now
been overtaken in digital distance and e-learning contexts by the more powerful affordances of learning
design. The article examines in detail the issue of student drop-out as the major challenge for student
support in distance and e-learning, and argues that educational mission, not mode of delivery, is the
more powerful explanatory driver. The article proposes that student support should now be understood
as integrated with teaching and assessment, not separately organised structurally and professionally.
Keywords: e-learning; distance education; learning analytics; learning design; online learning; student drop—

out; student support

Constructing China’ s Lifelong Learning Lijiaoqgiao:
An International Perspective

Zhang Weiyuan

It is the focus and aim of global educational development and reform to establish Lijiaogiao, or qual-
ifications frameworks, for lifelong learning which bridge education in different sectors and at different lev—
els and enable general public to access lifelong learning. This is a sophisticated project with challenges
and opportunities. Drawing on international success and failure in this field over the past two decades,
this article conducts a systematic analysis of the establishment of China’ s qualifications framework for
lifelong learning in terms of demand, methodology and means. It also discusses difficulties arising from
academic credit bank construction in China. It is argued that China needs to develop its national qualifi—
cations framework, define the standards of each level of qualification with level descriptors, promote and
implement outcome-based education, put in place a national quality assurance mechanism and assess-—
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