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Promoting Ubiquitous Learning for Anyone,
at Anytime and Anywhere.
A Practice of SOU Serving the Construction of a Learning City

JIANG Hong

( Shanghat Open University , Shanghai 200086, China)

Abstract . Ubiquitous learning refers to a learning style in which anyone can learn anytime and anywhere, have a
certain access to whatever learning resources he needs, and use them in any way. In the promotion of UNESCO and
other international organizations, the construction of a learning society has been carried out all over the world, and u-
biquitous learning has developed rapidly as being an important form of lifelong learning.

According to the Shanghai government’s requirements of constructing a learning society where anyone can learn at
any time and from anywhere, Shanghai Open University (SOU) is not only a university entity of open and distance
education , but also a service system for citizens” lifelong learning. So far, SOU has expanded the targets of education-
al services , promoted the open sharing of learning resources, optimized the network environment of ubiquitous learn-
ing , strengthened the quality assurance of open education , provided convenient and high quality support services and
established a credits validation and transfer platform, to promote the ubiquitous learning of the citizens.

With the development of economy , society and information technology , ubiquitous learning is increasingly show-
ing the characteristics of personalization of needs , fragmentation of time, and "inwvisibility" of spaces. SOU will make
efforts in promoting learning both at workplaces and living places to achieve a good combination of knowledge acquisi-
tion and practical application. These efforts seek to integrate the university provision in the society , in converging qual-
ity learning resources from all aspects such as the universities , enterprises and government departments, shared by all
the citizens , and in conducting learning behavior analytics research based on big data technologies, and promoting
application of wearable technology in learning so as to boost innovation of the learning model.

In addition, SOU will go further to play the role of the UNESCO UNITWIN Network in Distance and Open
Learning to promote the sharing of the latest achievements of educational technology and quality resources, advance
the international exchanges and cooperation in ODL, and promote the development of digital learning.
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