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U-learning . Between the Ideal and Reality

YANG Zhijian
( The Open University , Beijing 100039, China)

Abstract . Ubiquitous learning ( U-learning) is the type of learning which can occur anywhere and anytime. In a-
lignment with the human needs of lifelong learning , U-learning is a historical necessity of social development. Howev-
er, U-learning is still in its infancy stage and varies across countries and regions. There is a long way to realization,
especially for the rural areas and remote areas in underdeveloped countries and regions. The development of technolo-
gy, especially the development of Internet, mobile Internet and other network technology , while integrating and trans-

forming the real world, affected the human production, life, thinking mode, also produced a revolutionary influence
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ship between the people and the technology. In embodiment relations, the embodied technology serves as a transparent
means through which one perceives one’ s environment rather than an object of perception. In this case, an embodied
technology becomes a technology that is incorporated into one’s body schema , which implies that it becomes part of one
“s bodily space. Through the embodied technology, an alternative embodied learning environment can be developed for
the digital natives. This embodied learning environment is characterized as the mutual interactions between people and
environment. The learners learn from the environment and the environment grow through the development of people. In
this way, a new relationship between the learners and the environment could be developed and a new culture could be
cultivated.

In order to build a new embodied culture of learning , besides the support of embodied environment, the authors
argue that we also need to make curriculum, teaching , and learning embodied in practice. An embodied curriculum
introduces the implicit knowledge and experiences into the curriculum and make the learning content situated in real
life. The embodied teaching is about being acutely aware of your audience and makes the learning back to the real
world. And the embodied learning makes learning contextualized , body enacted , and perceptive which is based on the
body. If we could make curriculum , teaching and learning embodied in practice, a new world for education where
people dance with technology could be made real and a new culture of learning could be developed.

Key words: culture of learning ; disembodiment; embodiment, embodied cognition
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on education. These six "revolutionary" events, Virtual University, open educational resources, Khan Academy and so
on are the best examples. We can conclude that developing the network—based solution is the main path of Y—learn-
ing. The Open University of China (OUC) is a new type of university which supported by modern information technol-
ogy; the OUC purpose is to promote lifelong learning for all individuals. The nature, concept and mission decide that
OUC must be an itmportant carrier and typical case of U-learning. In recent years, OUC has been making exploration
and practice in the online learning environment construction , online learning resources development, aggregation and
push , and the online learning mode exploration. OUC is moving toward the ideal goal.

Key words: U-learning ; ideal; reality; modern information technology: The open university of China (OUC).
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